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AUSTRALASIAN OIL AND GAS EXHIBITION AND CONFERENCE 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.58 pm]: Last Wednesday through to Friday the Australasian Oil 
and Gas Exhibition and Conference was held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. It was the biggest 
event of its kind that I have witnessed anywhere in the world. I have travelled all over the place to expos of this 
type, yet the largest one I have ever seen was right here in Perth—so much for the imprest account! The expo 
focused on bringing together Australian and Western Australian oil and gas service providers with their 
international counterparts. The expo was sponsored by our government through the Department of Commerce, 
the City of Perth and the federal Department of Industry. There were 553 exhibits from more than 20 countries, 
including separate pavilions from Norway, the United Kingdom, the USA, Belgium, France, China, Italy, 
Singapore and Holland. All these groups have indicated their intention to return to this event next year, which I 
believe will be held between 11 and 13 March 2015. The United Kingdom on its own had 49 companies in the 
expo. New groups from Denmark, Canada and Germany have also requested group space for next year. Overall, 
more than 17 000 people attended the expo; 2 000 of those people were visitors from overseas. This event that 
we hold in our own state has won the best Australian trade show award for four of the five times it has been run, 
the most recent award being in 2013. 

The expo was opened by Minister Bill Marmion. I attended the dinner last Thursday with Hon Michael Mischin, 
Minister for Commerce, who also was a speaker. There were 850 people at that dinner, which was sold out. Five 
hundred delegates also attended the inaugural Women in Oil and Gas afternoon tea, which was booked out. 
People could not get in there; it was another sold-out event. There were 1 149 tertiary students and recent 
graduates who attended this expo. That is up from 856 last year. The expo is being well received. It is assisting 
companies to get into this important industry. That is what it is all about; it is all about showcasing oil and gas 
service companies from all over the world. 

I am not too sure which members attended the expo. I know that I attended it with Minister Michael Mischin, as 
well as Minister Bill Marmion. I did not see any other members present at the dinner. I am not here to have a 
shot at people, but I guess what I would like next year is that members of the Australian Labor Party, the Greens 
and the Nationals—all of us—make a bit of an appearance and encourage this event. At the end of the day, this 
state’s backbone is oil and gas. I guess what I am asking the house to do, and also the media—I do not think they 
had anything about the Australasian Oil and Gas Exhibition and Conference in the newspaper or on the 
television news; there was nothing on the ABC, anyway—is to show their support. I ask all members to go along 
to this expo next year and support the event. 

House adjourned at 10.02 pm 
__________ 
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